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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to application number 1 0/599266 filed 
September 25th 2006. Claims 1-20 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. Acknowledgment is made of Applicant's Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
Form PTO-1449 filed on September 25th 2006. The IDS has been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 8-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zehner 

et al (WO 2003/044765) (herein "Zehner"). 

In regards to claim 1 , Zehner teaches a method of activating a portion of an 
electrophoretic display {See; page 55, third paragraph: "the areas of the image which 
need rewriting..."), the method comprising: receiving drawing information; determining 
at least one drawing-mode waveform based on the drawing information (See; page 55, 
third paragraph: fast updating for character input, slow updating for gray to gray 
transitions); and addressing the portion of the electrophoretic display based on the 
drawing information and the drawing-mode waveform (See; page 55, third paragraph: 
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"the areas of the image which need rewriting..."). 

In regards to claim 2, Zehner inherently teaches wherein the received drawing 
information includes a keyboard input {See; page 55, line 22 where character input is 
referred too, which typically comes from a keyboard). 

In regards to claim 3, Zehner inherently teaches wherein the keyboard input is 
received from one of a keyboard or a keypad {See; page 55, line 22 where character 
input is referred too, which typically comes from a keyboard). 

In regards to claim 8, Zehner teaches wherein determining the at least one 
drawing-mode waveform includes: selecting the drawing-mode waveform from a set of 

stored driving waveforms based on the drawing information and a current optical state 
of at least one electrophoretic pixel in the portion of the electrophoretic display {See; 
page 20, paragraph 3 where multiple waveforms are selected using lookup tables in 
dependence on the current optical state of the pixels). 

In regards to claim 9, Zehner teaches wherein the drawing-mod waveform is 
selected from a lookup table {See; page 20, paragraph 3 where multiple waveforms are 
selected using lookup tables in dependence on the current optical state of the pixels). 

In regards to claim 10, Zehner inherently teaches wherein addressing the portion 
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of the electrophoretic display includes: applying the determined drawing-mode 
waveform a predetermined number of times to write an image onto at least one 
electrophoretic pixel in the electrophoretic display {See; Page 21, last paragraph and 
page 55, third paragraph). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Zehner teaches wherein addressing the portion of the 
electrophoretic display includes: writing pixel data onto at least one electrophoretic pixel 
in the portion of the electrophoretic display {See; Page 21, last paragraph). 

In regards to claim 12 and 17, Zehner teaches storing pixel information based on 
the received drawing information; and addressing the portion of the electrophoretic 
display based on the stored pixel information {See; Page 21, last paragraph for 

repetitive addressing of the pixel using a counter for that specific pixel. The counter 
corresponding to "stored pixel information" and updated at each addressing period). 

In regards to claim 13, Zehner teaches wherein the stored pixel information 
includes at least one of the group consisting of a pixel index, a pixel color level, a pixel 
coordinate, and a pixel counter {See; Page 21, last paragraph for repetitive addressing 
of the pixel using a counter for that specific pixel. The counter corresponding to "stored 
pixel information" and updated at each addressing period). 

In regards to claim 14 and 18, Zehner teaches updating the stored pixel 
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information wlien tlie portion of the electrophoretic display is addressed {See; Page 21, 
last paragraph for repetitive addressing of tine pixel using a counter for that specific 
pixel. The counter corresponding to "stored pixel information" and updated at each 
addressing period). 

In regards to claim 15, Zehner teaches addressing a first set of pixels in the 
electrophoretic display based on the received drawing information and the drawing- 
mode waveform; and addressing a second set of pixels in the electrophoretic display 
based on the received drawing information and a second drawing-mode waveform; 
wherein the second drawing-mode waveform is applied to the second set of pixels prior 
to completion of an image update for the first set of pixels {See; Page 21, last paragraph 
for repetitive addressing of the pixel using a counter for that specific pixel. The counter 
corresponding to "stored pixel information" and updated at each addressing period. Also 
different pixels can be updated in an asynchronous manner, meaning that different 
pixels are in a different transition state). 

In regards to claim 16, Zehner teaches a system for activating a portion of an 
electrophoretic display, the system comprising: an electrophoretic pixel array disposed 
on a backplane; means for receiving drawing information; means for determining at 
least one drawing-mode waveform based on the drawing information {See; page 55, 
third paragraph: fast updating for character input, slow updating for gray to gray 
transitions); and means for addressing the portion of the electrophoretic display based 
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on the drawing information and the drawing-mode waveform {See; page 55, third 
paragraph: "the areas of the image which need rewriting..."). 

In regards to claim 19, Zehner teaches an electrophoretic display {See, Fig. 1, 
element 26), comprising: an electrophoretic pixel array disposed on a backplane 
{inherent); a row driver electrically connected to a set of rows of the electrophoretic pixel 
array {See; Fig. 2, element 22); a column driver electrically connected to a set of 
columns of the electrophoretic pixel array {See; Fig. 2, element 24); and a controller 
electrically connected to the row driver and the column driver {See; Figure 2, element 
16b); wherein the controller determines at least one drawing-mode waveform based on 
drawing information {See; page 55, third paragraph: fast updating for character input, 
slow updating for gray to gray transitions); and wherein the controller addresses a 
portion of the electrophoretic display based on the drawing information and the drawing- 
mode waveform to write an image onto at least one electrophoretic pixel in the 
electrophoretic display {See; page 55, third paragraph: "the areas of the image which 
need rewriting..."). 

In regards to claim 20, Zehner teaches wherein the controller receives drawing 
information for the portion of the electrophoretic display {See; Fig. 1 where the controller 
16 receives drawing information for updating the display across data line 14). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 4-7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zehner 
et al (WO 2003/044765) (herein "Zehner"). 

In regards to claims 4 and 5, Zehner teaches character input (See; Page 55, line 
22). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use a drawing input or touch screen to teach character input. 

In regards to claims 6 and 7, Zehner teaches character input (See; Page 55, line 
22). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use a pointer input and mouse to teach character input. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to JONATHAN BOYD whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7503. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 6:00 - 4:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on 571-272-7764. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



/Amr Awad/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



